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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



September, 



war. How he understands the teaching of Jesus on this 
subject may be seen from the following utterance : 

" I have asked again and again how military drill helps 
boys to keep the Ten Commandments, but no one tells 
me. I have wanted to know the value of a 'religious' 
institution that sets boys to read the teachings of Jesus 
one night, and to-morrow teaches them the art of break- 
ing the very first of His laws. It is an absurdity to say 
that by obedience to the captain of his company a boy 
learns obedience to the great Captain of his salvation, 
for the captain of his company will tell him that, if he 
takes an oath to serve the King, dresses in a uniform, 
practices with gun and bayonet, he may kill as many men 
as he is able to ; whereas Jesus absolutely forbids him to 
kill anybody. Thus the boy is taught to disohey the 
great Captain. 

"It is useless to argue that moral warfare must at 
some point yield to physical war, for this is entirely con- 
trary to the teaching of Jesus. He taught his followers 
that when they were unable to persuade men to hear the 
truth, when men rose up against them for speaking the 
truth, they were to suffer death, if need be. His fol- 
lowers might be martyrs ; they must not be murderers. 
It is a misuse of language to call that a martyrdom which 
consists in the killing of a man who holds a sword in his 
hand, and is prevented from killing his fellow only by 
his own death. Martyrdom is the suffering of an unre- 
sisting victim — such as Jesus himself and most of the 
Apostles. The pages of the New Testament and the 
Christian annals of the first two centuries abundantly 
substantiate the great fact that the first Christians abso- 
lutely refused to bear arms, preferring rather to suffer 
death by torment. How, then, can the modern Church 
be other than false to the noblest traditions and prin- 
ciples of its faith in teaching innocent boys the anti- 
Christian doctrines of violence and war ? 

" It is not a question of how much or how little this 
particular Brigade or that is guilty of so doing; the 
Church that does not actively discountenance, that does 
not actively teach the contrary of, militarism in every 
shape and form is false to the fundamental law of its 
Founder. Let who will train men to murder their 
brothers, the Christian Church's only duty is,to teach 
them how to save their brothers — by themselves dying 
for them if need be." 



Brevities. 

. . . The following hotels, which are not far from 
Tremont Temple, are recommended to those who expect 
to attend the Peace Congress in Boston, October 3-7 : 
The Bellevue, the Parker House, the Berkeley, the Thorn- 
dike, the Nottingham, the Commonwealth, the Quincy. 
In the first four, rooms may be had without meals at 
$1.50 and upward; in the others at $1.00 and upward. 
There are also other hotels, somewhat farther away, at 
about the same rates. 

. . . The Czar of Russia is said to be on the point of 
proclaiming a constitution for Russia in accordance with 
a vow he made conditioned on the birth of a son. It has 
long been known that the Czar is ready for this step as 
soon as he can induce the State Council to consent. 



... In a letter to his employees, accompanying his 
usual Christmas gift, the late Mayor Samuel M. Jones 
wrote in 1899: "I am with Franklin, Garrison, Tolstoy 
and Christ, on the question of war. I don't believe 
there ever was a good war, and for that reason I am 
ready for a perpetual Christmas now, a Christmas that 
shall last not twenty-four hours or a week, but three 
hundred and sixty-five days in the year." 

. . . The Pacific of San Francisco, representing the 
Congregational churches of the Pacific coast, says : " No 
one can look out on the world as it is to-day and not 
long for the speedy coming of a time when war shall be 
no more. War was never so costly and deadly as it is 
to-day. The struggle now going on between Japan and 
Russia will leave both impoverished ; burdens are being 
imposed from which they will not be relieved for perhaps 
a hundred years, and commercially other nations will 
reap benefits which otherwise might be theirs." 

. . . Volney W. Foster of Chicago, one of the United 
States delegates to the Pan-American Congress at Mexico 
City in 1901-2, died suddenly from apoplexy on August 15. 

. . . The Universal Peace Union of Philadelphia will 
hold its thirty-eighth anniversary at St. Louis, in the 
Library Hall of the Hall of Congresses, on the 9th, 10th 
and 11th of September. It is announced that prominent 
speakers from the United States and foreign countries 
will take part in the program. 

... A pleasant incident at the recent Mohonk Lake 
Arbitration Conference was the presentation by the Con- 
ference of a hall clock to Mr. and Mrs. Smiley. Since 
the Conference closed Mr. Franklin P. Shumway of 
Boston, who acted as treasurer for the funds contributed, 
has procured a fine English clock and sent it to Mohonk. 
On the face of the clock on a silver plate was this 
inscription : 

" Presented to Mr. and Mrs. Albert K. Smiley by the Tenth 
Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration June 
1-3, 1904, in grateful recognition of their devoted services to 
the cause of universal brotherhood and peace." 

... At the recent meeting of the International So- 
cialist Congress in Amsterdam, two members, both of 
them vice-presidents, representing the proletariats of 
Japan and Russia, publicly shook hands at the opening 
of the proceedings, thus declaring in the face of the 
world their position on the question of war — and of the 
war between their respective countries. A very simple 
but a very great deed ! 

... At the International Congress of the Salvation 
Army held lately in Albert Hall, London, " thunderous 
applause," the report says, was drawn forth by General 
Booth's charge to the workers that they should " teach 
men better manners than to go cutting one another's 
throats for their own base purposes." 

. . . There is no general peace exhibit at the St. Louis 
Exposition, but the American Peace Society has at 
No. 58, in the Social Economy Department, a small 
display of pamphlets, papers and large cards with valu- 
able information printed in big letters upon them. The 
Universal Peace Union also has an exhibit in Block 5, 
South Corridor of the Education Building. It will pay 
visitors to stop a little while and look at these sections. 



